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MORE THAN WATER
An in-depth look into Asia’s top waterfront destinations



SPECIAL REPORT
WATERFRONT LIVING

KOH SAMUI: smooth sailing
Thailand’s idyllic island of Koh Samui has been popular with tourists for a number of years, 
but can it take the growing interest from investors and those looking for holiday homes?

With the number of flights to 
Koh Samui airport 
increasing from  to  a 
day, analysts are predicting 

an upsurge of interest in the property 
market  and more specifically the villa 
market  on this paradise island. Some 
would say Samui has more to o er than the 

editerranean and Caribbean in terms of 
value for money.

s Thailand’s second biggest island, 
oh Samui is a popular tourist destination. 

ith a growing number of 4 and  star 
branded hotels setting up shop here, oh 
Samui is reaping the rewards in terms of its 
real estate market. Foreigners are 
increasingly looking to buy here ahead of 
other property hotspots. This growth has 
also been a ected by new oning 
regulations and new government city status 
meaning more funds for the local 
government.

ohn epson of local estate agents 
Samui Property ocator told us  There is a 

tendency for people living in the region 
who want to combine investment and have 
a place for their own leisure breaks. ost 
are also looking to the future as a 
retirement opportunity. Perhaps this is 
because oh Samui o ers a good mi  of 
services, schools and a nice e pat lifestyle.

Demand for high end residential 
developments are showing steady signs of 
growth from e pats looking to cash in 
before the prices shoot up. One such 
development is  sia illas set on the Bo 

V Asia Private Residences.
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Anamaya Samui.
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SPECIAL REPORT
WATERFRONT LIVING

Phut hillside. ocated close to some of the 
best beaches in Samui and all amenities, 
the development of 1  lu ury villas is set to 
see its first villa completed by the middle of 
this year. Prices start at USD 4 , .

ccording to night Frank Thailand 
Research, as of the first uarter of 14 
there were appro imately 4  villa units in 

oh Samui. Popular because they are key 
tourist destinations, the north east of the 
island  namely Choeng on, Chaweng, Plai 
aem, Bo Phut and Chaweng oi  continue 

to thrive.  Other areas gaining in popularity 
include Maenam in the mid north and Lamai 
in south east. These beaches tend to be 
more peaceful and tran uil, but are still 
close enough to facilities and amenities. 

Samui  Oasis  a new development in 
amai from the same award winning 

developers of the successful The Ridge’ in 

Choeng on  looks set to benefit from 
local government plans to develop the 
nearby Hau Thanon area with a promenade, 
restaurant and entertainment area.  
private estate of 1  lu ury pool villas with 
views over the amai Beach, all on generous 
plots. Prices starts at USD 4 , .

In the higher end of the lu ury market, 
namaya Samui boasts stunning villas on 

the north east coast of the island. Residents 
will have access to stunning views and an 
abundance of amenities. illas range from 
,  s . ft. all the way up to over ,  

s . ft. and prices start from USD 4 , .
urt Berman, eneral anager at 

Samujana told us why he feels so positive 
about the property market for oh Samui  

 USD 1  million upgrade project will 
begin in mid 1  to improve the 
e ciency of the airport on Samui  

THE 99-YEAR LEASE DEBATE 
Previously, foreign buyers could only buy 
physical buildings in Thailand and not the 
land the building is on. Buyers could lease 
the land, but only for a 30-year period. This 
obviously caused problems. The government 
is now looking at changing the law to give 
buyers a 99-year lease. But is this good for 
the market? Global commercial real estate 
company, Colliers offer the pros and cons:

Pros
•  Thai landowners can gain more income 

without sacrificing ownership
•  Thai developers would be able to deliver 

higher quality product
• Better access to bank loans for developers 

and buyers, particularly low-income 
households

• Game changer for attracting foreign 
investment and developing Thailand as 
AEC regional hub

• More competitive marketplace
• Reduce corruption related to land 

ownership and make town planning more 
efficient

Cons 
• Some Thai developers/investors may find 

it difficult to compete for prime land plots
• Fear that low-income Thais, especially 

farmers, will end up landless
• Higher lease registration fees 

For more information, www.colliers.co.th

Samui–Oasis Diamond villa.

Samujana.

consultants were brought in from 
Singapore’s Changi irport to identify 
improvements to passenger flow areas. The 
drainage and electricity infrastructure on 
the island has seen significant 
improvements in the recent years and the 
upgrade to the main ring road around the 
island should be completed in 1 . There 
are also plans being discussed to build a 
marina that accommodate super yachts 
looking to e plore the ulf of Thailand.   
Samujana is a range of lu urious residences 
boasting up to eight bedrooms, private 
cinemas and breathtaking sea views. Its 
latest phase  villas, ranging from  to  
bedrooms, have just been released. Prices 
start at USD 1.1 million.

It seems this island could be the 
paradise many have been searching for.  
by Joanne Pasquale
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1  Samujana
•  Price: from USD 1.1 million
•  Features: rain showers, oversized bathtubs, 

secluded garden, decks, gym, games room, 
cinema, fully equipped kitchen, jacuzzi

•  Location: Choeng Mon
•  Bedrooms: 3 - 8 
•  Bathrooms: 4 - 10
•  Area: 3,444 - 19,461 sq. ft.
•  Pool: Yes
•  Furnished: Yes
•  Parking: Yes
•  www.samujana.com

2  V Asia Private Residences  
•  Price: from USD 540,000
•  Features: Open plan living rooms, sea view 

infinity pools, outdoor terrace, sala, sun deck, 
outdoor grassed space, enclosed walls, sea 
views

•  Location: Bo Phut
•  Bedrooms: 3 - 7
•  Bathrooms: 4 - 6  
•  Area: from 4,833 sq. ft.
•  Pool: Yes
•  Furnished: Option available 
•  Parking: Yes
•  www.vasiarvillas.co.th

3  Samui-Oasis Cascades 
•  Price: from USD 450,000
•  Features: Options of home office/4th 

bedroom, fitness room, integrated jacuzzi, 
open plan

•  Location: Lamai
•  Bedrooms: 3 - 4
•  Bathrooms: 3 - 6
•  Area: 2,700 – 4,600 sq. ft.
•  Pool: Yes
•  Furnished: Option Available
•  Parking: Yes
•  www.oasissamui.com

4  Anamaya Samui
•  Price: from USD 940,000
•  Features: private infinity pool, panoramic sea 

views, private clubhouse, open-plan living
•  Location: Choeng Mon Beach
•  Bedrooms: Up to 7+2 
•  Bathrooms: All ensuite plus min. 1 guest
•  Area: just over 3,000 to 26,759 sq. ft.
•  Pool: Yes
•  Furnished: Upon request
•  Parking: Yes
•  www.alfainvestors.com

Area
229 sq. km.
Part of Mu Ko Samui, the island is situated on  the 
East coast of the Kra Isthmus in Thailand
Statistics: National Statistical Office

Population
34,717 (2000)
Statistics: National Statistical Office

Climate
Tropical monsoon climate 
Dry season month: February 
Source: World Meteorological Organisation

DEVELOPMENTS
 

 A. Yacht Facilities
A1. Sunsail Koh Samui
A2. Crystal Bay Yacht Club 

 B. Golf & Country Clubs
B1. Bophut Hills Golf Club
B2. Santiburi Samui Country Club
B3. Royal Samui Golf & Country Club

ACCESS TO AIRPORTS

 C. Airport
C1. Samui Airport
•Airlines: Bangkok Airways, China Southern 
Airlines, Firefly, SilkAir, Thai Airways International 
Source: Airport Technology Market & Customer 
Insight

REGATTA SEASON

 D. Regatta
D1. Samui Yacht Club Regatta
• 21 - 22 May 2016

KOH SAMUI AT A GLANCE

1cm : 1.56km

Yacht Facilities

Regatta

Airport

Golf & Country Clubs
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